Buyer Logs on to 
Central Controller 
350 



Selects Subject of 


Request for Bid 




360 
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500 



New Long Distance 
Telecommunications Carrier, 
Automobile Insurance, Credit Card 
Issuer, Mortgage Interest Rate, Grocery 
Vendor, Automobile Gasoline Vendor 
370 



Provides Other Conditions 
and Terms 
510 




Per Minute Rate Must Be Valid for Both 
Home and Cellular Telephone, Must Be 
10 Year Term Life Ins. Policy, Credit 
Card Maximum Annual Interest Rate No 
Higher Than 18% 
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Central Controller Receives 
RFB from Buyer 
520 







Central Controller Detects 
Auction Type Required 
525 




Conditional Sale Offer Prices 
Must Decrease Below the RFB or 
Conditional Sale Offer Prices Must 
Increase Above the RFB 
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Central Controller Queries 
Database for Relevant CSO's 
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Meet Terms of RFB 
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Yes 


RFB Is Rejected 
Buyer is Notified 
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Central Controller 




Executes Auction 
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FIG. 2 



Central Controller Displays 
Relevant CSO's to Buyer 
550 



Buyer Indicates 
Intent to Purchase 
555 
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Central Controller Requests 
Payment Method and 
Identity of Buyer 
560 



Central Controller Receives 
Payment Method and 
Identity of Buyer 
565 



Central Controller 
Queries Database for 
Buyer Identity Match 
570 



Is Buyer Previously Bound 
to Another Seller for an 
Unexpired Term? 
575 



RFB Rejected, Buyer 
Notified Reason Why 
580 



Requests Transaction 
Approval from Credit Card 
Clearinghouse 
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Does Buyer Have Sufficient 
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Request Another Credit 


Credit Available? 




Card from Buyer 


590 
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Central Controller 
Transforms CSO into 
Binding Sale Agreement 
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Central Controller Reduces 
Inventory in Seller Database 
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Central Controller 
Reveals Identity of Seller 
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Purchase Confirmation 
Sent to Seller 
620 



Purchase Confirmation 
Sent to Buyer 
625 
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Using Its Password, Seller 
Accesses Central Controller 
1401 



Seller Selects Product or 
Service Subject 
1402 



Seller Enters New or 
Updates Previous CSO's 
1403 



Central Controller 
Verifies Seller Has Not 
Updated Subject Matter 
Within Last 24 Hours 
1404 



Controller Denies Update 
1405 



Central Controller Updates 
Data Storage Device 
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"Good CSO's" 



"Better CSO's" 



"Best CSO's" 



Seller "A" 
Good CSO 
405 

Seller "B" 
Good CSO 
406 



Worst 
Bid 



Seller "A" 
Better CSO 
409 

Seller "B" 
Better CSO 
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Worst 
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Seller "A" 
Best CSO 
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Seller "B" 
Best CSO 
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Good CSO 
407 



Seller "C" 
Better CSO 
411 



Seller "C" 
Best CSO 
415 
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Good CSO 
408 



Best 
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Seller "D" 
Better CSO 
412 



Best 
Bid 



Seller "D" 
Best CSO 
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Seller "D" 
Good CSO 
408 



Seller "D" 
Better CSO 
412 



Seller "D" 
Best CSO 
416 



Central Controller Queries 
Database for Relevant CSO's, 
Sorts and Displays to Buyer 
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408 
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Best 
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Results #1 




Seller "A" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 






Seller "A" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 






Not Valid, 
Not Displayed 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 






Not Valid, 
Not Displayed 














Results #2 




Seller "A" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 






Not Valid, 
Not Displayed 










Seller "B" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 






Seller "B" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 






Seller "A" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 















Results #3 




Seller "A" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 






Seller "A" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 






Not Valid, 
Not Displayed 










Seller "B" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 






Seller "B" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 














Results #4 
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Seller "B" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 






Seller "B" 
'Best' Good CSO 
405 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 






Seller "A" 
'Best' Better CSO 
409 










Seller "A" 
'Best' Best CSO 
413 






Not Valid, 
Not Displayed 
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